
 

 
South Woodford Neighbourhood Plan Joint Strategic Environmental 
Assessment and Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening 
Opinion Report 

 

 
Designated Neighbourhood Area – South Woodford Neighbourhood Plan1 

  

 
1 Map source - South Woodford Neighbourhood Plan Joint Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulations Assessment 
Screening Opinion (AECOM April 2023). 
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1. Introduction 

 
1.1. The following Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitats Regulations Assessment 

(HRA) Screening Report is Redbridge Council’s response to a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment and Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening Opinion, facilitated by the council 
and undertaken by AECOM consultants on behalf of the South Woodford Neighbourhood 
Forum for their neighbourhood plan. This response is designed to determine if the council 
concurs with the conclusion of the screening opinion and whether the South Woodford 
Neighbourhood Plan requires a full SEA or HRA in accordance with the European Directive 
2001/42/EC (the Directive).  
 

1.2. A neighbourhood plan may require a SEA to comply with the Directive for ‘…the assessment of 
the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment.’ The Directive is transposed 
into law by the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. Under 
Article 3(3) and 3(4) of the SEA Directive, SEA is required for plans and programmes that 
‘determine the use of small areas at a local level and minor modifications to plans and 
programmes’ where they are determined to be likely to have significant environmental 
effects. 

 
1.3. It is the Council’s responsibility to identify whether a SEA should be undertaken for a 

neighbourhood plan. This is determined through an SEA screening exercise, or ‘screening 
opinion.’ The screening process is based upon consideration of standard criteria in Annex II of 
the Directive to determine whether the plan is likely to have ‘significant environmental 
effects.’ The result of the screening process undertaken for the South Woodford 
Neighbourhood Plan is detailed in this screening report. 

 
1.4. It is often considered that screening can only be undertaken once a full draft of the 

Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared, however, planning practice guidance is clear that 
where it is determined that a neighbourhood plan is likely to have significant effects on the 
environment and that a SEA is necessary, work on this should start at the earliest opportunity, 
so that the processes for gathering evidence for the environmental report and for producing 
the draft neighbourhood plan can be integrated, and to allow the assessment process to 
inform the choices being made in the neighbourhood plan. 

 
1.5. This means that the neighbourhood plan should be screened as soon as there is sufficient 

information available to consider whether the proposed content of the plan or its intent (e.g., 
will it allocate development sites or not?) are likely to lead to significant effects. Screening a 
plan early in its development will mean that, should a SEA be required, there is sufficient time 
to factor in the procedural steps required for SEA prior to the draft plan being consulted on 
(under Neighbourhood Planning Regulation 14). 

 
1.6. Although the South Woodford Neighbourhood Forum have not produced a draft 

neighbourhood plan they requested a SEA screening opinion for the Vision and Aims which 
they drafted and consulted on in February 2021 as part of their neighbourhood plan 
preparation. South Woodford Neighbourhood Forum commissioned AECOM to undertake the 
screening opinion which was drafted in February and finalised in April 2023. Statutory 
consultation organisations (Environment Agency, Historic England, and Natural England) were 
consulted on the content of the screening opinion between April and May 2023. 
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1.7. Based on the conclusions of the screening opinion, the responses of the statutory 
organisations consulted, and considerations of council officers, Redbridge Council has 
determined that the proposed South Woodford Neighbourhood Plan is unlikely to result in 
significant environmental effects, raises no significant concerns regarding environmental 
considerations, and that therefore the preparation of a Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA), and an Appropriate Assessment under the Habitats Directive is not required. 

 
1.8. The South Woodford Neighbourhood Plan (SWNP) screening opinion undertaken by AECOM is 

attached as appendix 2. 

 
2. Responses from consultation with statutory organisations 
 
2.1. As stated in the introduction above statutory consultation organisations – the Environment 

Agency, Historic England, and Natural England - were consulted on the content of the South 
Woodford Neighbourhood Plan Joint Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats 
Regulations Assessment Screening Opinion between April and May 2023. Their responses are 
attached in full in appendix 1 below. 
 

2.2. All of the statutory bodies consulted stated either that there are unlikely to be significant 
environmental effects from the proposed plan, that they concurred with the conclusion of the 
screening opinion undertaken by AECOM that the preparation of a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) is not required, and that they do not have any significant concerns regarding 
environmental considerations implied in the South Woodford Neighbourhood Plan.  
 

2.3. In summary the consulted organisations agree with the conclusion of the screening opinion, 
that neither a full SEA process nor an Appropriate Assessment under the Habitats Directive 
will be required for the South Woodford Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
3. Redbridge Council final screening opinion determination  

 
6.1. The Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening 

Opinion concluded that the South Woodford Neighbourhood Plan will not require a full SEA 
process or an Appropriate Assessment under the Habitats Directive, and the statutory 
organisations that were consulted agree with this conclusion. 
 

6.2. These conclusions are made on the basis that the South Woodford Neighbourhood Plan: 
 

• is not seeking to allocate land for housing or employment uses, or propose any 
development 

• is unlikely to have significant adverse effects on the setting and significance of key 
heritage assets, or on the key features affecting the integrity of the SAC and SSSI 
within and near the neighbourhood area  

• presents no mechanism for likely significant effects on any European sites, and 
therefore will not do so in combination with other projects and plans 

• and that this will remain the case provided the South Woodford Neighbourhood Plan 
does not make housing or employment allocations or contain other policies that 
would seek to deliver or allocate development beyond that allocated in the Redbridge 
Local Plan 
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6.3. In reviewing the screening opinion and the responses of the statutory organisations Redbridge 

Council also agrees with the conclusions expressed for the reasons set out above and in the 
screening opinion, and therefore determines that a full SEA process and Appropriate 
Assessment under the Habitats Directive will not be required for the South Woodford 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

6.4. However, this determination may change if as a result the future development of a full draft 
of the South Woodford Neighbourhood Plan its planning policies indicate significant adverse 
effects would be likely to occur. If such new information came to light this could lead 
Redbridge Council to consider an updated determination for the screening opinion requiring a 
full SEA process and Appropriate Assessment under the Habitats Directive. 
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APPENDIX 1: 
 

RESPONSES FROM 
CONSULTED STATUTORY 

ORGANISATIONS2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
2 Statutory organisations include English Heritage, Environment Agency, and Natural England. The responses in appendix 1 are web 

captures – please refer to PDFs included in the email with this screening opinion response for functional web links and email addresses. 
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